
Towards standardized 
nomenclature of medical 
devices 

GHWP annual meeting
Adriana Velazquez, team lead medical devices, WHO

1 December 2021 



R&D

• Academia and

• Medical devices industry

Regulations

• Regulation process of medical devices

• Lists of approved MD for marketing in country.

Assessment

• Health Technology Assessment

• Priority medical devices lists and Essential in vitro diagnostics

Management

• Technical specifications, procurement and supply

• Installation, inventories, training, maintenance, operations

• Post market surveillance and adverse event report

• Decommissioning, Replacement

• Safe use

WHO value chain to ensure improved access of 
safe, quality medical devices, all require 
nomenclature. Goal better health care and patient 
safety.
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WHO Publications of priority medical devices and 
essential in vitro diagnostics and related technical 
specifications of quality and safety to be available, 
affordable, acceptable, appropriate.

L
is

t 
o

f 
e

s
s
e

n
ti
a

l/
 p

ri
o

ri
ty

 
T
e

c
h

n
ic

a
l 

s
p

e
c
if
ic

a
ti
o

n
s



Priority MEdical DEVices
Information System

2021

2017

2016

2020

Methodology

2010

WHO lists 

of priority 

medical 

devices

https://www.who.int/health-topics/medical-devices#tab=tab_1

Electronic platform of publications



1. WHO Technical Report Series The selection and use of essential IVDs

2. Electronic EDL (eEDL) 

3. Technical specifications to support selection and procurement of IVD products
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https://www.who.int/health-topics/in-vitro-diagnostics#tab=tab_1

Essential in vitro diagnostic
WHO Model List 
(do not include nomenclature)



https://www.who.int/teams/health-product-policy-and-standards/assistive-and-medical-technology/medical-devices/nomenclature
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Survey and desk review for consultation 2021.
Please review and submit comments before 5th

December. 
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Discussion on standardization of nomenclature in the WHA74, 
May 2021

Importance of nomenclature, coding and classification of 

medical device to support regulation, procurement, 

assessment

Should be transparent, harmonized and evidence 

based, open systems to be accessible for all

Requested WHO not to create a new nomenclature to 

avoid duplications

Concerns of EMDN not harmonized with GMDN

Request to: Map EMDN to GMDN

WHO confirms will not create a new nomenclature.

Information and consultation sessions in 2021 to 

report to Executive Board 150, January 2022.

WHO requires support by Member States  and 

stakeholders, to find agreements of nomenclature 

systems to map, have a transparent system to assign 

codes, and make information openly available, with 

no IP or fee restrictions. 

Seventy-fourth World Health Assembly (who.int)

Requests by Member States WHO response

https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-fourth-world-health-assembly
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Activities towards the 150 Executive Board in January 2022 and World Health Assembly May 2022

Date Activity Expected outcome

May-June WHA74 and EB149 ----------------------

24 June, 13 and 16 September IMDRF teleconference Briefing of WHA and next steps

16, 20 July, 3 September WHO HQ meetings, ICD-11, MeDevIS Status, ongoing activities, nomenclature convergence platform possibilities
19 July, 23 August WHO Regional Advisors Status, plan and their input

22 July,

26 August

21 September

Medical devices industry

Medical devices industry and Regional WHO

Meeting with industry and UN

GMTA, DITTA ,

Discussion of the outcomes of survey

Status, ongoing activities

30 July,

27 August

1 ,3 September

15 October

UN agencies and NGOs

UN agencies and NGOs and Regional Advisors

UNICEF, Global Fund

UNOPS

Nomenclature and tech specs uses

Discussion of the outcomes of the survey

Nomenclature used, catalogue and codes used, challenges

UNOPS collaboration on feasibility study

1st round: 29 and 30 of July, 03 August

2nd round: 24 and 25 August

8 September

3rd round: 15 September

4th round: 3 and 4 November

5th round: 9 November

From 15 November: weekly meetings

Nomenclature agencies

Nomenclature agencies and Regional WHO

All 4 nomenclature agencies together

Each nomenclature agency (EMDN, GMDN, UMDNS, 

UNSPSC)

All 4 nomenclature agencies together

Single agencies and all agencies. Willingness to map, transparent process, fees and 

copyright issues.

Discussion of the outcomes of the survey

Findings on bilateral meetings, willingness to map, brainstorm, Symmetric

Willingness to share survey, to nomenclature pilot and to participate in MS session

Agreements forward collaboration on feasibility study

Updates on feasibility study

29 July,

26 August

22 September

Biomedical and Clinical engineers

Biomedical and Clinical engineers and Regional Advisors

Use of nomenclature in health care facilities

Discussion of the outcomes of the survey

21 September, Regional regulators and MOH

AFRO and EURO

Nomenclature uses and challenges

Global Atlas for Medical Devices 2021 review.

23 September Member States information session Report on the consultation sessions and defining next steps

TBC (October to December) Other country and regional consultations Nomenclature uses and challenges



WHA74
request for 

consultations
, mapping 

and costs. 

•Country data

•Consultations to UN , 
nomenclature 

agencies, med tech 

industry

WHO MS 
information 

session (23 

Sept)

•MOH and Regulators 
consultations

•Define mapping 
costs

•Feasibility study to 
map EMDN to 
GMDN, UMNDS, 
UNSPSC

•Webinars 13,14 
December

WHO MS
information 

session (16 

December)

WHO EB 
Discussion in 

Executive 
Board 

(January 

2022)
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Road map towards the EB Jan 2022 



EMDN
Willingness to 

map transparency 
of code, definitions 

and process. 
Open system 

Continue 
willingness to map 

and developing 
translations and 

definitions

GMDN
Un-availability and 
license agreement 

and costs for 
some.  Closed 

process for coding

Yes, willingness to 
map and to update  

strategy  and 
transparency

UMDN
Copyright and fee. 
Closed process for 

coding. 

Yes, willingness to 
map to all others 

and no fee

UNSPSC Copyright and fee

To be placed in 
WHO website and 
to be mapped with 

funding.
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WHO work convening the 4 nomenclature agencies:
June 2021 to … November 2021
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Mapping Crosswalk - Details

EMDN – H010101010201

POLYGLYCONATE AND 

DERIVATIVES 

MONOFILAMENT WITH 

NEEDLE

GMDN- 16584

Polyester suture, 

bioabsorbable, monofilament, 

non-antimicrobial

UNSPSC - 42312201

Sutures

UMDNS - 17246

Sutures Synthetic Absorbable 

Polyglyconate

554 items

have this 

combination of 

nomenclature 

assignment

Regulatory

Nomenclature 

Assignments

Non-regulatory

Nomenclature

Assignments

Study includes more that 13,000 items 

Intersection of data in 

AccesGUDID & Italian Ministry of Health (surrogate  for EUDAMED)

Mapped to items in MeDevIS



Automated Mapping

1 GMDN ® . ©  GMDN Agency 2005-2021 
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Institutions

https://www.who.int/teams/health-product-policy-and-standards/assistive-and-medical-technology/medical-devices/nomenclature
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https://www.who.int/teams/health-product-policy-and-standards/assistive-and-medical-technology/medical-devices/nomenclature

Conclusions

WHO has developed lists and specifications of medical 
devices including IVDs

Nomenclature is indispensable for all medical devices 
process.(industry, regulation, supply and use)

WHO recognizes 4 nomenclatures and is developing 
mapping to support use by MS towards Standardization

MS voice is indispensable to advance forward,  MS 
information session 16 December. 



https://www.who.int/health-topics/medical-devices#tab=tab_1
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