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HISTORY OF THE GMDN

1991 1997 2002 2005 2008 2013 2019 2024

The first international 
workshop on harmonisation 

of medical devices 
nomenclature was held. 

Initial work was started by 
the European Standards 
Organisations, CEN and 
later supported by the 

IMDRF

Creation of the GMDN 
dataset

The first electronic issue 
of the GMDN is 

published on 
CD-ROM

The GMDN Agency is 
established as a non-
profit organisation to 
manage the GMDN

Translation of the 
GMDN into multiple 

languages begins

GMDN adopted as a 
mandatory 

requirement for the 
US FDA’s UDI Rule

WHO and GMDN 
Agency sign agreement 

in support of global 
harmonisation of 

medical device 
nomenclatures

A free access option to all 
GMDN Terms was made 

available following a 
request from the WHO 

and European 
Commission
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Name and Group All 
Medical Devices

Access to GMDN
Globally Recognised 

and Independent

• Well-defined mutually-
exclusive concepts

• Grouping at many levels 
of granularity

• Up-to-date
• Trainings and Term 

Enquiry service for all 
users

• Register to GMDN, 
become a Member

• Free access for all 
Regulators/Governments, 
Healthcare 
Providers/Hospitals 
https://www.gmdnagency.org

• Membership options 
(incl. free of charge) are 
available  

• ~12,000 users 
•  >70 Regulatory systems 
• Users in >145 countries
• UDID used since 2013 

(FDA’s GUDID).UDI 
programs: US, UK, AU, 
CA, BR, CO

• Self-funded, 
independent, guided by 
Regulators

Global Medical Device Nomenclature (GMDN)
A NON-PROFIT CHARITY

https://www.gmdnagency.org/
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▪ Argentina

▪ Brazil

▪ Chile

▪ Colombia

▪ Cuba

▪ Ecuador

▪ El Salvador

▪ Guyana

▪ Honduras

▪ Peru

▪ Uruguay

SOUTH AMERICA

▪ Canada

▪ Mexico

▪ United States

▪ Burkina Faso

▪ Botswana

▪ Egypt

▪ Eritrea

▪ Ethiopia

▪ Ghana

▪ Kenya

▪ Mozambique

▪ Nigeria

▪ Rwanda

▪ South Africa

▪ Sudan

▪ Tanzania

▪ Uganda

▪ Belgium

▪ Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

▪ Czech 
Republic

▪ Denmark

▪ Estonia

▪ France

▪ Germany

▪ Iceland

▪ Ireland

▪ Netherlands

▪ Norway

▪ Portugal

▪ Serbia

▪ Slovakia

▪ Slovenia

▪ Switzerland

▪ Ukraine

▪ United 
Kingdom

▪ Armenia

▪ Azerbaijan

▪ Bahrain

▪ Bhutan

▪ India

▪ Iran

▪ Japan

▪ Kazakhstan

▪ Kuwait

▪ Kyrgyzstan

▪ Lebanon

▪ Malaysia

▪ Mongolia

▪ Mordovia

▪ Oman

▪ Pakistan

▪ Russia

▪ Saudi Arabia

▪ Singapore

▪ South Korea

▪ Thailand

▪ Turkey

▪ Uzbekistan

▪ Vietnam

▪ Australia

▪ New Zealand

AFRICA

EUROPE

GLOBAL REACH
NATIONAL REGULATORS/GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS WITH GMDN MEMBERSHIP (AS OF NOVEMBER 2024)

NORTH AMERICA

ASIA

OCEANIA
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USE CASES

Hospitals

Supply Chain

Regulators

Clinical

Pre-market approval

(Planning, 

Innovation)

Tendering

Market Analysis

Inventory

Purchasing

Safety signal detection 

and vigilance reports

Post-market 

surveillance

Manufacturers

Traceability, Single Language, Analysis, Interoperability   

US registries – GUDID use.

UK NHS National Wound Care Project.

Netherlands National Implant Registry. 

The WHO/MeDevIS.

Strata/US: GMDN to improve cost 

analysis speed for healthcare providers. 

Various Med. Dev. Manufacturers. 

Discovery Health South Africa.

 The WHO/MeDevIS.

UDI: FDA, MHRA, TGA, ANVISA, 

Health Canada, INVIMA, etc.

The WHO/MeDevIS

Use by Governments: Customs/WTO

Various public and private hospitals in the UK, 

USA, and EU.

Gulf Health Council (GHC-KSA): Joint 

Procurement Portal/Taawon.

 Discovery Health South Africa. 

The WHO/MeDevIS. UNICEF. MFS. 
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US FDA GUDID
GMDN Code and status now visible on every GUDID entry.
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Mature UDI
USA – GMDN

UDI in development/early 
implementation
UK – GMDN
Brazil – GMDN
Colombia - GMDN
Australia – GMDN
Saudi Arabia – GMDN
European Union - EMDN
China -  Other
Japan - Other
South Korea – no nomenclature 
requirement
Taiwan – no nomenclature requirement
Canada – TBC
India - TBC

GLOBAL UDI DATABASES AND NOMENCLATURE REQUIREMENTS 
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WHO & GMDN COLLABORATION - MEDEVIS

Use of GMDN Terms, Codes and Definitions within MeDevIS, 
including:
• Priority Medical Devices List
• Essential Diagnostics Lists (EDL)

GMDN providing support to WHO through:
• Consultation
• Database management
• Data analysis 
• Any WHO platforms/publications that reference GMDN

With the aim of supporting access to medical devices and patient 
safety, improving communication about medical devices within the 
health sector, for public health benefit.
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GHC – JOINT PROCUREMENT PROGRAM
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What does GMDN offer? 

Significant improvement in traceability 
increases safety and efficiency

Single language avoiding confusion

More detailed analysis 

Interoperability 

▪ Empowers the public and all stakeholders to understand their 

medical devices  

▪ Supports strategic planning and oversight of global access to 

medical devices – Especially in developing countries 

▪ Enables interoperability, linking medical device data across 

different health systems and stakeholders 

▪ Complements UDI:

▪ Traceability in-country and across jurisdictions

▪ Enables early signal detection of medical device 

performance issues:  Category-level analysis; it lets us 

understand trends across categories 

▪ Enables data analysis - pooling data from pre-market 

and post-market surveillance programs

▪ Enables to identify the right technology for the patient

▪ Improves decision-making and operational effectiveness 

WHY GMDN IS IMPORTANT FOR PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMMES? 
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Thank you!

Questions?

www.gmdnagency.org
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